
MUZEUL NA IONAL DE ISTORIE 
A MOLDOVEI

SOCIETATEA NUMISMATIC! 
DIN REPUBLICA MOLDOVA

INSTITUTUL DE ARHEOLOGIE 
“VASILE PÂRVAN” Al ACADEMIEI ROMÂNE 

A L  X I V - L E A 
S I M P O Z I O N 

D E
N U M I S M A T I C!

PROGRAMUL 
 I 

REZUMATELE COMUNIC!RILOR

Dedicat anivers"rii a 20-a a leului moldovenesc

CHI#IN!U

25-29 septembrie 2013



35

"# $%$ & '%(&)*)) +&,)- *,'.,&#- ,*",/0")1, *%$ ) & 2,)+$0 

"%304"#- +,5(")$,& & +&6() + &+0 ,7,+*'65801+6 &"0/"0-

2,9)*):0+$,1 ,7+*%",&$,1 & '0.),"0. ;%2,<")<, :*, & 1458 

) 1472 ... '0+2=79)$% +&. >0,'.)6 "%+*,6*09?", '0$,<0"3,&%-

9% @%AA)"+$,1 %3<)")+*'%B)) 2,330'4)&%*? +%<#0 *0+"#0 

,*",/0")6 + 2'):0'",<,'+$)<) &9%30*096<), +'03) $,*,-

'#- ,*<0:%0*+6 +,5(")$ C,93%&+$,., .,+2,3%'6 – C,"$%-

+*',. D')<0:%*09?",, :*, +0.,3"6 & ,7,',* &,/9% ) ,3"% )( 

<,"0* E*,1 $'02,+*), &9%309?B%<) $,*,',1 & '%("#0 20'),-

3# 00 )+*,')) 7#9) ) .0"=E(B#, ) <,93%&+$)0 .,+=3%').

F%$)< ,7'%(,<, "%-,3$) <,93%&+$)- <,"0* +'03) "=<)(-

<%*):0+$,., <%*0')%9%, 2, $'%1"01 <0'0, 5.,-(%2%3",., 

@'#<% +*%&6* &,2',+ , *%$ )9) )"%:0 +=80+*&,&%&/)- $,"-

*%$*%- "%+090")6 E*,., '0.),"% + C,93%&+$)< $"640+*&,< 

) ,:0&)3",< =:%+*)) <,"0* 2,+903"0., & 30"04",< ,7'%-

80")) F%&')$) "0 *,9?$, & (%$95:)*09?"#1 20'),3 +=80-

+*&,&%")6 (30+? )*%9?6"+$)- &9%30")1 &, &*,',1-*'0*?01 

:0*&0'*) XV &. ) &29,*? 3, )- 2%30")6 & 1475 .,3=, ", ) & 

7,900 '%""00 &'0<6, ) 3%40 2,+90 (%-&%*% @'#<% ,+<%"%<). 

G + =:0*,< *,.,, :*, :%+*? <,"0* )<00* ,*&0'+*)6 – 4)("? 

<,93%&+$,1 <,"0*# "0 (%$%":)&%9%+? ) 2,+90 &#2%30")6 00 

)( 30"04",., ,7'%80")6, % 2',3,94%9%+? *020'? & +,&+0< 

)",1 )2,+*%+) – $%$ E90<0"* *'%3)B),"",., =$'%/0")6 $,-

+*5<% +*,9? -%'%$*0'",., & +'030 <0+*",., .'0$,-*5'$+$,-

., "%+090")6 @'#<+$,., 2,9=,+*',&%.

Swidnica halfgroat in money circulation in the 
western part of Great Duchy of Lithuania

Andrei KARACH

Since the late 1510’s the lands of the Kingdom of Poland and 

the Grand Duchy of Lithuania began to experience the inß ux of 
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halfgroat minted in the Silesian town of Swidnica. The import 

of these coins is an example of economic intervention, the main 

element of which was the Base (low-standard) Billon coin. The 

difference between the Silesian halfgroat and the one that was 

minted by the Polish Crown was that the Swidnica halfgroat was 

lighter and contained 10% less silver. DifÞ culties in combating 

the Silesian halfgroat were complicated by the fact that the size 

of the coin, the placement of legends, their handwriting, draw-

ings of the obverse and reverse were the exact repetition of, so 

well-known to people, polish halfgroat of Sigismund I that en-

tered into the circulation in the years 1507-1511. External differ-

ence was reduced only to the content of the legends that in the 

16th century almost completely ruled out the possibility of with-

drawal or signiÞ cant limitation of functioning of Svidnica half-

groat, quality of which was worse than that of his Polish counter-

part. King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania, turned to his 

nephew, King of Hungary and the Czech, Ludovik Jagiellonian 

demanding to stop the release of this coin or prevent its entry 

into Poland. In the future, Sigismund I banned trade and for 10 

years closed all roads leading to Silesia. However, those mea-

sures did not help to prevent the Silesian halfgroat entry into 

Poland.

Lithuania and Poland have launched a campaign to redeem 

Svidnica halfgroat from the population, which lasted more than 

a decade. In less than a year (second half 1546 - early 1547) in 

the GDL nearly 2.5 million copies of Silesia coin were bought, 

the data is incomplete. In Grodno in the period from August 13 

to September 28 202,500 of these coins was bought. Issue of 

Silesian halfgroat practically ended with the death of Ludovik 

in 1526.

And yet, despite the measures taken, the local population 

was not eager to actively change the foreign halfgroat. There is 

evidence of this fact.
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Svidnica halfgroats, coinage 1520, 1522, 1523, 1524, 1526, 

were found in Þ ve hoards identiÞ ed in the territory of present-

day Grodno. A total of 25 copies were discovered. It should be 

noted that in all those troves polish halfgroats were also pre-

sented – people hid their wealth, especially without thinking 

about the difference in the coins themselves. The earliest trea-

sure, having in its composition Svidnica halfgroat, was covered 

after 1570, and the latest – after 1614 (identiÞ ed in the village of 

Dubno, Mosty district). Thus, we can conclude that the Silesian 

halfgroats were in circulation in the western part of the GDL for 

a very long time - a century – until the Þ rst quarter of the 17th 

century.
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