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MONEY CIRCULATION OF THALERS IN UKRAINE: HISTORIOGRAPHY

XVI centuary witnessed the Epoch of Thaler, this Epoch replaced the Period of Prague
groschen. This event opened the new page of the money circulation history in Central
and Eastern Europe. The thaler is a big silver coin, which is equal to golden gulden, and
was minted by the duke of Tyrol' in 1484.

After the sudden depreciation of the small silver coins such as denarius, the thalers
(the big silver coins) became popular. The thalers of the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe and the golden ducats formed the basis for the money circulation. These coins
were used in trade dealt, land and estate purchasing.

There were a lot of reasons, that caused the thalers minting in Europe, some of them
were: growing value of the silver production in Tyrol, Saxony and Bohemia; growing
raw materials from South Africa; technology improvement, which separated silver from
the rock.

In XVI century the silver thalers were spread in the money circulation throughout
the Ukrainian ethnic territories and in XVII century these coins became the significant
currency such as the golden ducat. Local residents readily used the thalers, because these
coins consisted of the sterling silver and had the same height as other coins.

The thalers circulation is very topical issue in modern historiography of numismatics.
Tracing the thalers circulation, we can clarify the trade connections on the territory of
Ukraine in Middle and New Ages?®. Using the annalistic sources we can estimate the role
of thalers in money circulation in Ukraine in XVII.

The first attempts of coins systematization was made by V. A. Shuhaevskyi. Also M.
F. Kotlyar has investigated about the money circulation bases®.

Nowadays thanks to the technology improvement for archeological exploration and
existence of the new findings, there is a great necessity for detailing and specification of
the Soviet scientific works.

Ukrainian modern numismatics has the following main approaches®:

— the topography expansion of thalers findings in treasures,

— knowledge improvement of thalers role of the separate emitters in the Ukrainian
money circulation, which had not been earlier investigated,

— the research of coins in Ukrainian centers of stamping,

— the investigation of the counterfeited thalers production.
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Ukrainian researchers worked according to these approaches. O. O. Bakalets” empha-
sized the role of thalers in money circulation of Ukraine. But his published works are
inaccurate and his ideas are not so innovative.

There are several numismatic textbooks for universities, written by R. M. Shust® and
H. M. Holysh’. These manuals consider the role of thalers in Ukrainian money circulation,
but they do not make the deep analysis.

The research, written by N. V. Turmis'’, is very important and topical for historiog-
raphy of Ukrainian numismatics because it includes a lot of approaches of numismatics
and determines the role of this science in the history.

O. D. Ohui'' surveyed the archives and established the counting denomination of
the coins circulation in Bukovina. Also the researcher highlighted the role of thalers in
the trade, exchange rate; slang names of thalers in Bukovina, Moldova and Bessarabia.

There are many scientists, who investigated the face value of the thalers in Ukraine,
some of them are: O. D. Ohui"? (in Bukovina), A. V. Shestopal’® (in Cherkasy), V. B.
Antonovych'* and M. Kuchynko' (in Volyn), V. B. Pyvorovych'® (in TIpuaopuomop’i),
R. M. Shust'” and S. V. Krauze'® (in 'anuuumni), N. F. Bilshevskyi'® and Z. O. Zrazyuk®
(in Kyiv region).

Y. M. Nikolchenko?! and and I. D. Rudenko?* also researched the thalers in treasures
description. Abovementioned topographic works tell us about thalers as the treasure with
mentioning the place and circumstances, the boxes in which were the thalers and other
coins. It is also very important to note the golden and silver coins are the first in the list
of treasures, but the small change and counterfeited coins occupy the last points of this
list. Topographical works of these scientists form the general notion of thalers on the
Ukrainian territory, determine the main of trade ways and exchange rates.

In Ukraine thalers production was also in Lviv mint in late XVII century. The issue
of thalers stamping in Lviv was researched by V. Shlapinskyi®.
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Z. O. Zrazyuk* and A. S. Boyko-Haharin* investigated the counterfeited thalers.
Usually the fake coins were small change. They revealed that it was hard to counterfeit
the thalers because of their complicated production technology. The most famous findings
of the fake coins belong to counterfeiter from Dutch provinces.

The fake thalers of Netherlands were produced due to especial technology (soldering
silver segments to copper core) and now they are kept in National Historical Museum of
Ukraine in Kyiv (the inventory numbers are AR-19420 and AR - 19365)%.

There was another type of thalers, which belonged to Rietberg County, they were
likely to thalers of Netherlands, but the production technology is different (coatication
of silver coating on the copper thing).The investigation of native numismatists such as
A. S. Boyko-Haharin and D. S. Staroverov, confirms that the thalers of Rietberg County
were state credit coins. Thanks to the innovative technologies of physical measurement,
the authors revealed the method of coatication of silver coating®’.

The main researches of thalers circulation on territory of Moscow State were made by .
H. Spaskyi*® (Soviet scientist, who is Ukrainian by origin). The most significant works are
about the circulation and classification of European thalers on the territory of Ukraine. In
Moscow State yefimky (Russian name of the thalers) were recoined in the silver change®.

I.H. Spaskyi researched the issue of the silver coins as adornment for women—ducats*.
Modern investigation in the historical sphere uses the innovative methods and technolo-
gies, first of all in the numismatics. V. M. Orlyk described in his scientific works the
importance of WEB-resources. The Internet gives great possibilities to study the types of
coins, technology production, topography of findings and others?'.

Also very topical theme for investigation is counterfeited thalers in the market of col-
lection. S. S. Bilopolskyi wrote about the most qualitative and dangerous fakes of thalers
for numismatists.

Many scientists reached the great achievements in the study of thalers and their role
in Ukrainian money circulation. Though there are some unproved issues. To solve them
we should make the following steps: to explore the topography of thalers findings on
the territory of Ukraine; to create the single Internet source; to classify the collections of
museum funds; to create the public catalogues of collections; to improve the method of of
the fake thalers identifying; to ascertain the role of the big silver coins in Ukrainian money
circulation, especially the role of Ottoman corush, which have been not investigated yet.

It is very important to continue the study of thalers using the modern precise physi-
cal methods, such as the analysis of the chemical composition of metal; to research the
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technologies of thalers production; to investigate the fake thalers, which were on the
territory of Ukraine, especially to determine their main prototypes, regions of findings,
to find out the centers of fake coins production; to study to archives to determine the role
of thalers in the trade and so on.

Though the numismatics is full the new historiographic survey. We have a good chance
to explore the intellectual world of the numismatists, their way of thinking, moral and
psychological world of personality, their esthetic life. It gives possibilities for the numis-
matics to be more “human” and obtain the new shades.

Tajsiepn B rpomoBomy 00iryHa tepeHax Ykpainu: icropiorpadgis
Pesrome

JlocmiokeHHsT TPUCBSiYeHE MMUTAaHHIO BUBUEHHS B YKpaiHCBKIM Ta 3apyOiXHIN
ictopiorpadii mpobieMu ydacTi TallepiB y TPOIIOBOMY OOITY YKpaiHChKUX 3eMenb. Sk
BiIoMO, 3 XVI cTomiTTs B ictopii rpomoBoro o6iry IlenTpanbnoi Ta CxigHoi €Bponu
MIOYMHAETHCS «eToxa TaJepay, 10 3MIHUJIAa «eNoXy mpa3pkoro rpomay. ¥ XVI cromitti
Cpi0Hi Tayepy MHUPOKO PO3MOBCIOIKYIOTHCS Y TPOIIOBOMY 00ITY YKpaiHCHKHX €THIYHUX
3eMenb, cTaBI| 10 moyarky XVII cTomiTTs 0CHOBOIO KPYITHUX TPOIIOBUX PO3PAXYHKIB
Mopsi7 13 30JI0TUMH AyKaTamu. ToMy IOCHIKEHHS 00Iry TajaepoBOi MOHETH € TOCHUTH
aKTyaJbHUM Yy (POKYCl BUBYCHHS TOPTOBEIbHHUX 3B’ S3KIB YKPATHCHKUX MICT Ta 3€Meb Y
no0y CepennboBivuus Ta HoBoro vacy.
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